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do nothing until 10:45 a.m., so the pool call
time is 10:30 a.m., not 6:45 a.m. [Applause]

Now I’m going to go so you can enjoy the
rest of the evening. Now, I’ll start late so
you can have a good night’s sleep. The pool
has to go with me and the rest of you can
stay. [Laughter] Ralph, you can stay, too.
[Laughter]

Good night, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton. In his remarks, he referred
to official White House photographer Ralph
Alswang.

Statement on the Death of Les Aspin

May 21, 1995

I speak for millions of Americans when
mourning the death today of Les Aspin and
join many others in saying that he was my
friend.

As a Member of the House of Representa-
tives for 22 years, Chairman of the House
Armed Services Committee for 8, Secretary
of Defense, and Chairman of the President’s
Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board, Les
rendered our Nation extraordinary, selfless
service.

Les Aspin accomplished greatly because
he cared greatly. He brought the same com-
mitment to his most recent assignment that
he brought to Washington as a young Con-
gressional aide, staff assistant at the Council
of Economic Advisors, and Defense Depart-
ment official in the 1960’s.

No one knew better than he how Washing-
ton works, but he never thought of it as a
game for its own sake. He was here to make
a difference. And he did. He probed and
helped shape a generation of American de-
fense policies and budgets, culminating in
the decisive bottom-up review of our military
strategy, which he conducted as Secretary of
Defense.

Les Aspin was unique. He brought the
light of his joy in living and the heat of his
intellect to every occasion. He never met a
person who didn’t like him. And we all will
miss him.

Remarks on Signing the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995
May 22, 1995

Thank you very much. Mr. Bersoff, thank
you for your comments and for the outstand-
ing example of the family business you have
built to such a remarkable extent. Thank you,
Sally Katzen.

Before I begin, as a matter of personal
privilege, I would just like to say a brief word
about the death of my good friend Les Aspin.
Hillary and I grieve his loss, and along with
all other Americans, we thank him for the
remarkable service he rendered to our coun-
try as a distinguished Congressman from
Wisconsin, as the Chairman of the Armed
Services Committee of the House, as Sec-
retary of Defense, and as head of the Presi-
dent’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board.
He did a lot of work to keep us safe through
a turbulent time, and we are all very, very
much in his debt.

Let me thank the Members of Congress
who are here. You know, I’ve got to say, I
was sitting here listening to Mr. Bersoff talk,
and I thought it’ll be a miracle if we get this
on the news tonight, because this is some-
thing we did without anybody fighting.
[Laughter] And the real reason this lan-
guished around for 5 years was because no-
body was fighting anybody else about it. And
after I got here, I discovered some of the
best ideas in Washington were not being im-
plemented simply because there was no
anger attached to them. It’s a sad thing to
say, but it’s absolutely right.

And so, sometimes energy is not behind
things that hang around here for years, be-
cause there’s no real brutal conflict. And in
that context, I want to thank the Members
of Congress who are here for overcoming all
the inertia against consensus—[laughter]—
and actually passing a bill that everybody was
for. And I thank you. I thank Senators Nunn,
Roth, and Glenn; Representatives Meyers,
Sisisky, Peterson, and Davis, all of whom are
here, and of course, former Congressman
Horton and former Senator, now Governor
Lawton Chiles for the work that they have
done.

This is a remarkable bill, and I want to
talk about what it does. But first, let me say
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